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The Christians’ Prayer 





O God of Grace and Life, help us to be 
True soldiers of the Cross of Him Who died 
And rose again. Give us the victory! 
Give us a dauntless faith, so fortified 
That we shall stand fast, even unto death. 
As our Saviour gave His all, we would give 
Ours, standing for Thee, unto our last breath. 
For by Thy Incarnate Word we would live. 
Lord, ourselves we give, minute-men to fight 
The good fight. Though, of weapons, we have none 
Save Thy invincible, eternal Light. 
Until the battle’s done, the victory won, 
Uphold us with Thy omnipotent hand 
For by Thy mighty power we shall stand. 


—R. Ross Parkhill. 
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EDITORIAL 


National Policies And 
Christian Principles 





This issue of THE JOURNAL carries two editorials 
by our Associate Editor which some may consider 
political, and therefore out of place in a Christian 
publication. However, he, along with millions of 
other Americans, is deeply concerned about the 
spiritual and moral implications of our national 
policies. The Old Testament prophets did not hesi- 
tate to take issue with their national leaders when 
their dealings with outside nations involved such 
issues. 


Dr. Bell is not only concerned, he also speaks 
with an authority based on experience. During the 
last part of his twenty-five years in China he saw 
the work and the effects of Communism in that 
country. Since returning home he has remained a 
cloce student of world affairs. Three years ago he 
visited Brazil, Africa and Europe. A little more 
than a year ago he flew around the world with the 
primary purpose of visiting the Nationalist Govern- 
ment in Formosa. For eleven days he was in close 
contact with the highest officials on that island. 


We agree with our colle-gue that America needs 
to face these issues in the light of what is right and 
no longer on a basis of political expedience or inter- 
national myopia. —H.B.D. 





Let Us Break With 


Russia Now 


Americans need to face the fact that there is no 
moral or political justification for continued recog- 
nition of Russia diplomatically. Conversely, we owe 
it to ourselves, to the moral and spiritual principles 
which we value most highly, and to our place as 
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world leaders to break with the Kremlin, thereby 
asserting our utter abhorrence of the evil for which 
Russia stands and for that which she has done, is 
doing and which she plans to do to the world. 


Unless we do have the moral courage and realistic 
thinking necessary to take this step we shall con- 
tinue in a morass of uncertainty as to objective 
and plans which has characterized our national 
policy since the end of World War II. 


There are those who enjoin watchful waiting, 
prompted by a counsel of fear as to what Russia 
might do. It is high time that our policies be deter- 
mined by reference to what is right, not what 
others might do. For a change it would be well to 
let Russia fear what we might do. 


Diplomatic recognition of Russia has involved 
opening our country to thousands of recognized and 
probably tens of thousands of unrecognized agents 
of Russia, while on the other hand our own diplo- 
matic representatives have been kept to a bare mini- 
mum and these as virtual prisoners within the city 
of Moscow itself. The latest travesty on these rela- 
tions has been the Russian expulsion of our Ambas- 
sador, an insult which we have taken with hardly 
a protest. 


However, this editorial is not concerned with the 
many insults and indignities which have been heaped 
upon us by the Russians. Christian grace could de- 
mand that we take these lightly. But, Christian 
grace does not require that we jeopardize national 
security or stultify our position in international rela- 
tionships by continuing to grant access to our coun- 
try to those who are not only the avowed enemies 
of our country but who are also the proponents of 
a philosophy of life and government which defes 
God and righteousness and de:troys freedom where- 
ever it holds sway. 


Our softness, indecision and weakness has played 
into the hands of Russia long enough. As a people, 
the great majority of whom call themselves Chris- 
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tian, let us assert clearly and unequivocally that we 
will no longer recognize a nation which has given, 
and continues to give, every evidence that her domes- 
tic and international policy is aimed at the destruc- 
tion of every principle and blessing associated with 


faith in God, His Son and His Word. 


Continued failure to take this step but weakens 
our Own position and increases the danger when 
we do ultimately act. For far too long we have had 
our policies determined and our decisions made by 
acts of the Kremlin. The preservation of a Chris- 
tian witness in the world can well hang on our re- 
assertion of righteousness as the basis of action. 


—L.N.B. 





Paralyzed 


The war in Korea has dragged on two and a half 
years. Our boys and those of other nations continue 
to die, victims of a temerity, a paralyzed leadership 
which is but a reflection of mass indecision. 


Suppose that up to the present time the fighting 
on both sides had been carried on solely with rifles. 
But suppoce that all of this time we had had machine 
guns and artillery but had refused to use them. 
How long would the American people have stood 
for such useless sacrifice of lives? Not long. 


But, we are doing and have been doing just that. 
From the beginning we have been in possession of 
the means to have made the war strategically im- 
possible for the Communists. Right thinking people 
recoil from the thought of atomic warfare but there 
is no moral difference involved in using a means 
designed to kill thousands in a few seconds than 
that faced in killing thousands over a period of 
weeks or months. Nor is there a moral difference 
involved in a single bullet through the head and 
blasting the same individual so that there are no 
visible remains. 


It has been said that there are two restraining 
factors; reasons why we have not used the atomic 
bomb in Korea. The first of theze is “enlightened 
Christian opinion” against its use. In our judgment 
this is just plain hypocrisy. Total war, or any war, 
is abhorrent to all Christians, but if it has to be 
fought, then /et it be fought to a conclusion, using 
the means at hand to accomplish this conclusion as 
quickly as possible. The second reason is fear of 
Russia. In our judgment :t is time to reverse this 
philosophy and let Russia do a little of the fearing. 
Nothing would be more calculated to restore a 
measure of sanity in international relationships than 
for America to show that she had the moral courage 





necessary to use every means possible to free peoples 
and restore peace. 


There are, of course, the strategic and military 
problems involved and these should be the final 
and determining factor. 

If atomic warfare will end the war in Korea then 
the sooner it is started the better for all concerned. 


L.N.B. 








What Is Wrong With 
Our Prayers? 


Something is evidently wrong for there are so 
few answers. Prayer without answers is not Biblical 
prayer. God not only promises to hear our prayers 
but to give answers. Matt. 7:11. Some years ago 
there seemed to be abundant answers. Now we have 
more prayers than ever before. We have prayers 
before everything and for everything. We have mass 
prayer as never before—days and weeks of prayer 
for all sorts of “things.” But we have a “silent 
heaven.”’ Yet the same God and the same promises. 
What is the trouble? Where are the Andrew Mur- 
rays, the David Brainerds and others? Those who 
took heaven by storm? And where are the great 
harvests of things which are spiritual? 


Do we ask amiss? Are the things we pray for 
undesirable or hurtful? Are they amiss of God’s 
will? Do we know God well enough to know His 
will ? 


And what about being right with God before we 
ask for His favor? Is not His promise to the “right- 
eous man?” Will God answer the unrighteous man? 
Are His favors bestowed upon disobedient children ? 
Is an unregenerate man likely to ask for “things 
agreeable to God’s will in the Name of Christ?” 
Are we seeking with all our hearts the spiritual 
things of God? Do we ask when we pray if the 
answer will make me a better man? Are not all of 
God’s answers for the purpose of bringing us into 
conformity to the image of Christ? And will God 
give any answer that will thwart His purpose? Do 
we ask for His will to be done or do we want our 
own way? God is under compulsion to give only 
“good and perfect gifts.” He will not give us that 
which will make us worse. He will not give us an 
answer that will make us spiritually weak. Do we 
not leave out spiritual goals? Who wants to be 
holy ? What we want is to be rid of war and want. 
Have we any real concern about immortality and 
eternal life and salvation from sin? Do we not 
preach philosophy, science and scholarship and topics 
of the day oftener than “the old rugged Cross?” 
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Brethren, do we not need to spend some “40 years” 
more or less, in the backside of the desert where we 
learn about God and ourselves? Are we so right 
with God that we can prevail with Him? We need 
answers to prayer. We also, and primarily, need 
proper preparation in heart and life before we go 
into the secret place of the Most High. Or do we 
pray to a Unitarian god? —C.T.C. 





The Responsibility Of 
Preaching And Teaching 


Text: I] Timothy 2:15: “Study to shew thyself 
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 


Paul had been exhorting Timothy to endure, pa- 
tiently, suffering. (11 Tim, 2:3-12). He now ex- 
horts him to loyal service. The exhortation is to 
loyalty to the word of God. It is not an easy task to 
preach and teach the gospel. It takes hard study to 
arrive at the truth of the Bible. Then it takes bold- 
ness to declare all that hard study reveals. Men, as 
a rule, are not favorable to the doctrine of God. 
These doctrines ‘“reprove” often, and often “re- 
buke.” People do not like to be warned against the 
worldliness in which they indulge. Scores of times 
I have heard ministers referred to, with approval, as 
“broad-minded,” while others were denominated as 
“narrow-minded.” In II Timothy 4:3&4 the reason 
for this attitude is given in these words: “They 
will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own 
lusts shall heap to themselves teachers, having itch- 
ing ears; and they shall turn away their ears from 
the truth, and shall be turned into fables.” 


When this is the case it behooves the man of 
God to “study to shew himself (thyself) approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” Be 
it far from me to indict any man or woman, either 
preachers or hearers. But Paul tells us that “the 
time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine.” That statement refers to the hearers. 
“They shall heap to themselves teachers—— and 
shall be turned unto fables.” That statement refers 
to the preachers. So it is Paul, not I, who makes 
the indictment. Such being the case let us see what 
advice he gives to Timothy. 


1. He tells Timothy to Study. There must be 
every effort put forth to ascertain the real truth of 
the word of God. A thorough knowledge of the 
languages in which the word of God was originally 
written is desirable. Otherwise one should have the 
benefit of the comments of the best scholars on the 
text. While this is necessary in order to get a com- 
prehensive knowledge of the text, it is also necessary 
for us to know the whole content of the Bible. We 
will want to interpret scripture by scripture. A real 
student of the word of God will be so overwhelmed 
by the great array of truth that he discovers that he 
will spurn all “fables” and “catchy phrases and 
sentences,” 


4 





A Living Investment 
in American Youth 


e Christan Education Building High Moral Values 
e Fully Accredited, In Liberal Arts Tradition 


e Military Training for Reserve Commissions 


Presbyterian College | 


Clinton, S. C. Marshall W. Brown, President 











Christian Emphasis Educational Excellence 
Friendly Persona! Attention — Small Classes 
Tests And Guidance 
College — Business Administration — Preparatory 
Apartments For Married Students — Korean Veterans 
Second Semester Begins January 28, 1953 


Presbyterian Junior College 


Box 38-W Maxton, North Carolina. 











2. He is to study in order to be able to “shew him- 
self approved unto God.” That “approval” will 
come only to him who has at all times in mind the 
desire to be “approved of God.” He must have no 
thought of being approved by those who will not 
endure sound doctrine”; who want a gospel that is 
liberal enough not to interfere with their own 
lusts; who want their ears “tickled,” and their 
minds amused. The one thought before every minis- 
ter must be: “Will this message win the approval of 
my Lord?” Not what will men think of it; but 
what God will think. 


3. The exhortation wa:. “To rightly divide the 
word of truth.” Paul was a tent-maker, and knew 
the importance of cutting his pattern straight. “To 
cut straight” is the meaning of the word translated 
“rightly dividing.” There must not be any deviation 
from the straight line. No reader of some of the 
Homiletic Journals will fail to notice “the crooked 
cuttings” in so many cases. Just the veering to one 
side here and to the other side there in order to 
make the smoother and more acceptable message to 
“itching ears.” There is an old adage which says: 
“Hew to the line and let the chips fall where they 
may. 


4. Such a course will make one to be “A work- 
man that needeth not to be ashamed.”’ One who 
“rightly divides the word of truth” is one who shall 
never be put to shame. 


The workman whose work is carelessly done will 
be put to shame when his work is tested. But the 
workman who is honest, conscientious, producing 
good work, sound and skilful work, never has been, 
and never can be, put to shame. Paul shows how 
to be sure of its being good work, viz., by it’s being 
done for the eye of God. There must be a present- 
ing of the true measure of the different portions of 
Divine truth. How natural is such a figure of speech 
in the mouth of Paul, who wrought at his trade as 
a tent-maker, with Aquilla and Priscilla (Acts 
18:3) and worked night and day to support himself 
and the gospel at Thessalonica (I Thess. 2:9). 


—W.H.F. 
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The New Translation 
Of The Bible 


By John Hess McComb, D.D. 


Pastor - Broadway Presbyterian Church 


New York City 


(Delivered as a sermon in the Broadway Presbyterian Church, Sunday morning, October 26, 1952) 


Many people have been asking me: “What do 
you think of the new translation of the Bible?” By 
this they mean the Revisep STANDARD VERSION 
which was published a few weeks ago complete. The 
translation of the New Testament had appeared 
in 1946, but the Old Testament did not come out 
until this fall. We have had the New Testament 
since its publication and have used it for reference 
since that time. As soon as possible after its publica- 
tion we obtained a copy of the translation of the 
Old Testament and have been examining it care- 
fully. 

Though people are calling this “The New Bible” 
we must remember that it is really not a “new 
Bible” at all, but simply a new translation of the 
Hebrew Old Testament, and the Greek New Testa- 
ment, which were written by “Holy men of God 
who spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost,” 
or, in other words, completely controlled by Him. 
The value of any translation depends upon how 
faithfully and how accurately it renders the original 
Hebrew and Greek into English, or into whatever 
modern language it translates the original Scrip- 
tures. 


1. That there is a need at the present time for a 
translation of the Bible into modern speech is gen- 
erally recognized. 


The King James Version of the Bible was trans- 
lated from the original tongues in 1611 or, in other 
words, 341 years ago. During those 341 years the 
English language has changed and many words used 
in the 1611 translation have become obsolete. For 
example, we do not use the word “holpen,” nor do 
we speak of a thing being “pilled” when we mean 
“peeled,” nor do we speak of “polling” our hair. 
Also many words used in the translation of 1611 
have changed meanings. To “prevent” used to mean 
“to go before” or to “precede.” Now it means to 
hinder. “Straightway” used to mean “immediately” ; 
“conversation” meant, in 1611, one’s manner of life 
and not one’s speech, as today. 


Another reason why a new translation of the 
Bible is needed today is because so many better 
manuscripts of the New Testament have been dis- 
covered since 1611. As a result of these more an- 
cient manuscripts we can be certain the Greek text 
of the New Testament which we have is identical 
with that which the Apostles wrote. 


Still another reason why a translation is needed 
is because the Revised Version of 1901 has not at- 
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tained general use or popularity, though, of course, 
ministers use it in their studies as they do all trans- 
lations honestly made. The Revision of 1901 is a 
scholarly work but is marred by many pedantries 
which have kept it from becoming popular. For 
example, the revisers of that day substituted “Je- 
hovah” for Lord throughout the Old Testament. 
Also they needlessly changed many verses the ren- 
dering of which was satisfactory in the King James 
Bible. In many places the translation of 1901 is 
clumsy and stilted. There is therefore a real need 
for a new and accurate translation. 


2. The new Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible which has just appeared in its complete form 
is the work of a group of scholars called together 
by the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America. 


This organization is composed of the old Federal 
Council of Churches and the International Council 
of Religious Education, and is predominantly Mod- 
ernistic in its policies. 

Eminent names appear among those called to do 
the translating but as far as we know there was 
not one conservative Bible Scholar among the Re- 
visers. This is a serious mistake and no doubt ex- 
plains why there seems to be a bias in the new trans- 
lation against the conservative position, and against 
the conservative interpretation of certain important 
passages. In fact, it seems to me, that the translators 
have permitted their modernistic notions to color 
and mar their translation in many places, We shall 
cite what we believe to be instances of this in a 
few minutes. The point of view of the Modernist 
is not Christian but Unitarian, and hence those 
texts and passages which declare the Virgin Birth 
of Our Saviour and His Deity have suffered some- 
what in the translation. 


Among the translators was a man who is not 
even an avowed Christian, namely, Harry M. Or- 
linsky, a Jewish scholar of the Jewish Institute of 
Religion in New York. He joined the committee 
in 1945 and took part in the translation of the Old 
Testament which has just appeared. The Jews do 
not recognize the Deity or Messiahship of Jesus of 
Nazareth; therefore it is not strange that some of 
the Messianic passages in the Old Testament have 
been marred in the new translation. We are not 
casting aspersions on Dr. Orlinsky’s scholarship, nor 
upon the scholarship of the other translators in 
either the Old-Testament or New-Testament group, 
but we are saying that we believe it is most unfor- 








tunate that the work of revising the Bible for the 
Church of Christ should have been entrusted to 
men, many of whom we fear do not believe it to be 
the infallible Word of God, true from the begin- 
ning. 


In the preface to the Old Testament the trans- 
lators describe the Bible as “A record of God’s 
dealings with men, of God’s revelation of Himself 
and His will,” and add “It records the life and 
work of Him in whom the Word of God became 
flesh and dwelt among men.” But the Bible is more 
than “A record of God’s dealings with men, and of 
God’s revelation of Himself and of His will.” It is 
the Word of God, given by inspiration of God and 
is true from the beginning as David said long ago, 
and he spoke under inspiration of the Holy Ghost, 
though the Revisers have not so rendered David's 
words! Moreover, the Lord Jesus Christ is not the 
One in whom the Word of God became flesh and 
dwelt among men.” He Is THe Worp OF Gop, 
the Lord from heaven, the Lord of Glory, for God 
says: “The Word was made flesh and dwelt among 
us.” (The Revisers do render John 1:14 “The 


Word became flesh and dwelt among us.’’) 


3. It is now our purpose to point out certain pas- 
sages in the Old Testament which we believe are 
translated incorrectly in the new Revised Standard 
lersion and which constitute serious blemishes, and 
militate against its usefulness: 


We shall only have opportunity to mention a few 
passages, but there are many others that could be 
shown to be unfortunate: 


One of the most glaring blemishes is the change 
of the word “Virgin” in Isaiah 7:14 to “young 
woman.” The verse is of supreme importance be- 
cause it is a prophecy regarding the Virgin Birth 
of Christ. In the King James Version it is trans- 
lated: “Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you 
a sign; behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a 
son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” The He- 
brew word (Almah) translated “young woman” 
by the Revisers, is never used of any other than a 
virgin in the Bible, as the context of the various 
passages clearly shows. For instance, it is used of 
Miriam, Moses’ sister, in Exodus 2:8, who went 
and called her mother to come and nurse the baby 
Moses whom Pharoah’s daughter had found in the 
basket in the river. It is also used of Rebecca in 
Genesis 24:43 before she went to be the wife of 
Isaac. Therefore it is a serious mistake to translate 
the word “young woman,” as the Revisers do. By so 
doing they raise the suspicion of a bias toward 
Unitarianism and against the Virgin Birth. 


Another serious blemish is in Psalm 2:12 where 
the Revisers change the translation: “Kiss the Son, 
lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when 
his wrath is kindled but a little,” to “Kiss his feet 
lest he be angry, and you perish in the way; for his 
wrath is quickly kindled.” In this new translation 
“The Son” is left out altogether, and the rest of 





"Here is a book that should be read by every Southern Presby- 
terian...” 
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the verse is obscure. The scholarly revisers of 1901 
retained the word “Son” which is a clear reference 
to Christ, and which is in the original Hebrew. 


Still another blemish in the Old Testament 
translation is the entire rendering of the seventy- 
second Psalm, a Messianic Psalm. Instead of trans- 
lating verse one: “Give the King thy judgments 
O God, and thy righteousness unto the King’s Son’”’ 
(who plainly is Christ), they translate it: “Give 
the King thy justice, O God, and thy righteousness 
to the royal son”; the “royal son” is a colorless ex- 
pression which tones down the Messianic message 
of the Psalm. But worse still is what the translators 
do in the remainder of the Psalm: instead of trans- 
lating the Psalm as a prophecy regarding Christ 
which it is, they make it a prayer! For example, in- 
stead of the glorious words: “In his days shall the 
righteous flourish; and the abundance of peace so 
long as the moon endureth. He shall have dominion 
also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the 
ends of the earth,” the new Revisers translate these 
verses: “In his days may the righteous flourish, and 
peace abound, till the moon be no more! May he 
have dominion from sea to sea, and from the river 
unto the ends of the earth!’’ Thus they have changed 
glorious promises of God into mere prayers of man! 
There is no warrant in the original Hebrew for 
what they have done, and therefore we are tempted 
to believe that prejudices against prophecy have in- 
fluenced their translation. 


Still another blemish is the translation of Isaiah 
14:12. Instead of letting the name “Lucifer” stand, 
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the Revisers have attempted to translate the original 
and made the verse read: “ How are you fallen from 
heaven, O Day Star, Son of Dawn,” which means 
just about nothing to the average Bible reader, 
whereas the name “Lucifer” is an accurate render- 
ing and has entered into English speech. Moreover, 
it does not seem to us that “Day Star” is a very 
happy rendering of the Hebrew “Heylel.” 


Still another blemish in the translation of the 
Old Testament is the unfortunate rendering of the 
latter part of Genesis 12:3 where we have the clos- 
ing words of God’s promise to Abraham: In the 
King James Version the promise reads, “and in 
thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” The 
Revisers have rendered it in the following meaning- 
less way: “And by you all the families of the earth 
will bless themselves,” thus destroying another 
glorious promise of God and replacing it with 
meaningless verbiage! 


These are a few of the many places where the 
translators have spoiled their work. The effect of 
most of these blemishes is to make it less easy for 
the average reader to see Christ in the Old Testa- 
ment. 


4. Finally, we shall point out a few of the blem- 
ishes in the new translation of the New TeEstTa- 
MENT. 


One of the outstanding blemishes in the transla- 
tion of the New Testament which spoils many im- 
portant and familiar passages is the failure of the 
translators to render the Greek word ‘“‘monogenes’’ 
“Only Begotten,” as it is rendered in the King 
James Version, and in the American Revised Ver- 
sion of 1901. Thus John 3:16 is spoiled, for in the 
new REvIsED STANDARD VERSION it reads: “For 
God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, 
that whosoever believes in him should not perish 
but have everlasting life.” Again in John 1:18 the 
new version has it: ““No one has ever seen God; the 
only Son who is in the bosom of the Father, he has 
made him known.” By failing to render “mono- 
genes” correctly the Revised Standard Version has 
taken another step to rob Christ of His glory. 


Another blemish is the rendering of John 10:30 
which reads in the King James Version “I and my 
Father are one.’”’ The new version makes it read: 
“IT and the Father are one,” thus removing Christ 
a step away from His Father and making it less 
evident He is equal with the Father in power and 
glory. 


Yet another blemish is John 5:18 which the Re- 
visers of 1901 correctly translated: “For this cause 
therefore sought the Jews the more to kill Him, 
because he not only brake the sabbath, but also 
called God his own Father, making himself equal 
with God.” In their translation the authors of the 
Revised Standard Version have left out the “own” 
making it read: “This is why the Jews sought all 
the more to kill him, because he not only broke the 
sabbath but also called God his Father, making 
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himself equal with God.” There is no excuse for 
leaving out the “own” which makes the sentence 
of deep significance and shows that Christ was the 
Son of God in a way that other men are not nor 
ever could be, namely, by eternal generation, and 
that as such He is the Father’s equal. 


Another very serious blemish is the liberty the 
new revision takes with the story of the woman 
taken in adultery, recorded in John 8:1-11, and 
with Mark 16:9-20, the closing verses of that Gos- 
pel. Both of these passages are omitted from the 
text and printed in small type as footnotes! We 
are well aware that these two sets of verses are not 
found in some of the oldest copies of the New Testa- 
ment, but in the case of the woman taken in adul- 
tery we believe this was due to prudishness on the 
part of some. Augustine thought its omission was 
due to the fact some thought it indelicate. However, 
there is no reason to believe from the passage itself 
that it did not originally form a part of the text. In 
fact, to set it aside breaks the continuity and causes 
us to lose one of the most beautiful episodes in the 
public ministry of Christ. As to the ending of Mark; 
the Gospel would be unfinished without it, and 
though it is wanting in some of the important manu- 
scripts, it is found in many others. Therefore it 
seems unwise to reject it, especially inasmuch as 
it does not contradict what is stated in: Matthew 
and Luke and John in their accounts of -the resur- 
rection of the Lord Jesus. To make a footnote out 
of Scripture is dishonoring to God. Westcott and 
Hort print Mark 16:9-20 in the text of their Greek 
Testament, though they print John 8:1-11 at the 
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close of the book. Nestle, in his Greek Testament, 
prints John 8:1-11 in the text and also Mark 
16:9-20 though he brackets them. 


A serious blemish in the 1946 edition of the New 
Testament has been corrected in the 1952 edition, 
namely, the substituting of the word “consecrated” 
for “sanctified” in Hebrews 10:14. But there are 
many other blemishes which need to be corrected 
before conscientious men will use the RevisED STAN- 
DARD VERSION in public worship, or public teaching. 


1. To sum up, let me say that an accurate trans- 
lation of the Bible is needed today, but that we do 
not regard the new REvisED STANDARD VERSION as 
accurate in many places, particularly in those which 
have to do with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. It is the work of men who are so-called “Lib- 
erals’” or Modernists, and some who do not even 
profess to be Christians. It was sponsored by an 
organization that has not been noted for unswerving 


fidelity to the Word of God. 


3. The translation of the Old Testament is full 


of blemishes, one of the most outstanding being the 
substitution of “young woman” for “Virgin” in 


Isaiah 7:14. 


4. The translation of the New Testament is like- 
wise full of blemishes, due, we fear, not to igno- 
rance, but to Modernistic bias; these blemishes are 
mainly found in passages relating to the deity of our 


Lord Jesus Christ. 


1 do not believe that the Revisep STANDARD 
VERSION will ever supplant the King James Version 
in public worship or in private devotions. Undoubt- 
edly Bible students will use it as a reference book 
and will find it of value in those parts where its 
translation is accurate and unbiased. I do not be- 
lieve it will supplant the King James Version with 
those of us who have become familiar with the 
language of the old translation. All such will turn 
to the beloved version for comfort and encourage- 
ment and not to this new translation which lacks 


the sweetness and the felicity of the Authorized 
Version. 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 7 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Jesus - The Great Teacher 


Scripture: Matthew 13. Devotional Read- 
ing: Psalms 119:33-40. 


Jesus was known as Teacher, Preacher, Healer, or Miracle-Worker. His work of teaching and preach- 
ing was very much alike. Teaching is imparting knowledge, or truth, in such a way that those who hear can 
understand it. Preaching has the added quality of moving people to act. Some preaching is very similar to 
teaching, while other preaching is more of the emotional or hortatory nature. A sermon not only imparts 
truth, but moves the hearer to act. (A good illustration of this is Peter’s sermon at Pentecost. He not only 


told them the truth, but they acted: “men and breth- 
ren, what shall we do?”, they cried.) 


Jesus used the Parable a great deal in His Teach- 
ing. It has been called, “An earthly story with a 
heavenly meaning.” It takes some simple earthly 
facts or incidents, and lays them alongside deeper 
spiritual truths, so that we can see and understand 
the latter better. 


The Bible Dictionary lists ten parables in the 
whole Old Testament, while Jesus spoke thirty-one 
during His short ministry of about three years. It 
goes without saying that His Parables are master- 
pieces. Some, like the Parable of the Prodigal Son 
and the Good Samaritan and the Sower are so fa- 
miliar that they are well known even to men who 
know little else about the Bible. 


Chapter thirteen, through verse fifty-two, is com- 
posed mainly of a series of these parables together 





with some explanations and interpretation. For con- 
venience in aiding our memory, suppose I use four 
words to characterize these stories of Jesus: (1) 
Sowing, (2) Growing, (3) Valuing, (4) Separat- 
ing. 

I. Sowing: Parables of The 

Sower and The Tares. 


The Parable of the Sower has also been called 
the parable of the Soils, since it is this that is par- 
ticularly stressed. 


The Great and Perfect Sower was Jesus Him- 
self; for both teaching and preaching are seed-sow- 
ing, and He was scattering seed everywhere He 
went. Teachers and preachers are sowers, but their 
sowing is imperfect. 


The Seed is the Word. (See Mark 4:14). This 


is good seed, perfect seed. Farmers in our day are 
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very careful about their seed; they have it tested, 
cleaned, and treated, so that all impurities are re- 
moved and diseases may be prevented. The Word of 
God is Pure Seed; it will germinate. 


The Soils are varied, like the minds and hearts 
of men. Some hearts are like the hard beaten path 
and the Word seems to make no impression, but is 
snatched away and forgotten. Other minds, like the 
soil with the rock near the surface, are shallow. 
[here is sometimes a quick emotional response 
which may even bring tears, but there is no deep- 
ness of earth, and when hard and trying experiences 
come these people give up, as Pliable did in the 
Slough of Despond. (Read Alexander Whyte, Vol. 
I, pages 31-41, on Pliable, BUNYAN CHARACTERS: 
it is rich). Then there are those whose minds are all 
“cluttered up” with the things of this world so that 
the Word has no chance, but is soon choked out. 
But there is always some Good Soil, deep, and rich, 
and well-prepared. (Let us remember that the Holy 
Spirit can break up the beaten path; deepen the 
shallow soil, taking away the stony heart and giving 
a heart of flesh; and remove the thorns and thistles, 
and prepare the soil. The Word is His Sword, and 
can pierce even the hardest heart). 


The Parable of the Tares brings out the startling 
fact that the devil is also a sower! He sowed tares 
among the wheat. How busy he is in our day of 
the radio! There is some silly, or filthy program, 
which he runs along with every sermon, or religious 
program. There are the jazzy and suggestive songs 
which he mixes up with the beautiful gospel songs 
—even in the same program. Yes, the adversary, 
the enemy, is busy day and night sowing seed that 
will corrupt and ruin both mind and soul. 


Before we leave this idea of sowing, I think we 
should read and ponder once more those solemn 
words of the Apostle Paul: “Be not deceived, God 
is not mocked; for whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap. He that soweth to the flesh, shall 
of the flesh reap corruption, but he that soweth to 
the Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting” 
(Gal. 6:7,8). 


Il. Growing: The Kingdom grows; 
Parables of the Mustard Seed, and 
The Leaven. Verses 31-33. 


Both Parables tell of Growth; the first, external ; 
the second, internal. They are usually interpreted 
as meaning the outward growth of the Church 
from a small band to a world-wide organization 
with millions upon millions of members. This is 
certainly true. Then, the parable of the Leaven 
is regarded as teaching that the influence and power 
of the Church permeates the world and brings about 
great social and moral changes in the nations. This 
is also true, for civilization follows in the wake of 
the spread of the gospel. 


I feel that we should not pass over a very differ- 
ent interpretation given by one of the best of mod- 
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ern Bible teachers—that of Dr. G. Campbell Mor- 
gan. He differs from the majority of commentators, 
and believes that the growth of the Kingdom, as 
portrayed in the parable of the Mustard seed, i 

that of unnatural growth, and perhaps unhealthy 
growth. He points out the fact that the Church, 
instead of remaining a body of separated people, 
has often become more like a great political organi- 
zation, filled with worldly-minded people; it has 
become a great tree, and the birds of the air have 
taken up their abode in its branches. All students 
of Church history know that this is true. Whether 
this parable is meant to teach it is another matter, 
but, I, for one, have great respect for Dr. Morgan. 
Then, in regard to the parable of the Leaven, he 
shows that “leaven” is nearly always used in the 
Bible as representing something evil. Jesus warned 
against the “leaven’”’ of the Pharisees, Sadducees, 
and Herod, namely, their teaching. Now we all 
know that it is true that the Church has in almost 
every age been more or less permeated with false 
teaching, so that it has at times become almost, if 
not altogether, apostate. Both branches of the 
Church have plenty of this kind of leaven in them 
today. 


Both parables teach GROWTH. 


both kinds. 


Perhaps there are 


III. Valuing: Parables of 
the Hid Treasure and the 
Pearl of Great Price. 


How much is Salvation worth? How do men 
value the Kingdom of God? Is it of first importance, 
or only secondary, or of minor value? Are we seek- 
ing first the Kingdom of God, or are we busy seek- 
ing other things? Are we ready to sell all we have 
in order to obtain it? 


These two parables set a high value on the King- 
dom. These men sold all they had to purchase the 
treasure and the pearl. Is heavenly treasure that 
valuable? Is Christ the Pearl of GREAT PRICE to you 
and me? Is it worth giving up all we have to be- 
come Christian, and to have eternal life? These, 
and many more questions, naturally arise as we read 
these two short parables. Jesus taught the same truth 
in other places and in other ways. What will a 
man give in exchange for his soul? What will 
profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose 
his own soul, or life? 


I am afraid that this generation is not placing a 
very high value on spiritual possessions. We are 
money, and pleasure, and business mad. The ma- 
terial things loom large, and spiritual and eternal 
things, small, in the eyes of the average American 
as well as other men. 


IV. Separating: Parable of the Net 
(and the last part of the Tares). 

When we catch fish we always have to do some 
separating. Most states have laws which require 


vou to throw back into the water those fish which 
do not measure a certain length. In Jesus’ time 
some fish were good enough to sell, and some not; 
some good, some bad. 


As the gospel net is cast out into the sea of hu- 
manity, it gathers in a large number of people. I 
suppose it saddens every preacher’s heart to realize 
that some show little evidence of being “born 
again.”’ What are we to do? Some church discipline 
is good and necessary, but | feel that most of the 
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separating will have to be done by the Great Judge 
at the end of the world. There is the Visible Church 
and the Invisible. We wish they always were identi- 
cal, but we know that they are not. 


Jesus counsel is to let both grow until the har- 
vest (in the Parable of the Tares). | am sure that 
this is good advice. How do we know but that some 
of the bad will become good? Some preachers have 
testified that they were not saved until after they 
had preached some years. 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 





“Accustumed As We Are... 


DEVOTION 
Hymn: “Fairest Lord Jesus” 
Prayer 
Hymn: “My Jesus, | Love Thee” 
Offering 


Scripture: Isaiah 9:1-8; Luke 2:25-35 


Hymn: “Joy To The World” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

We take a great many things in life for granted, 
just assuming that they will eventually come around 
because they are on the schedule. We are so accus- 
tomed to light and darkness that the constant mir- 
acle of God’s control and direction of the sun and 
of the universe as a whole escapes us. Accustomed 
as we are to grass and flowers, wind and rain, and 
all that moves about us, we miss the miracle of life 
that constantly confronts us. Accustomed as we are 
to Christmas, it just rolls around and many miss 
the miracle of redeeming love that is implied. Our 
program tonight is designed to remind us of the 
miracle of Christmas, and to reinterpret it for our 
hearts and others. Our first speaker will follow the 


theme, What Christmas Really Means. 


First SPEAKER: 

When we think of Christmas, there comes before 
our minds a fleeting vision of holly, tinsel, a star, 
fancy wrappings tied with silver ribbon, a manger, 
wise men, gaily decorated evergreens, and perhaps 
a Babe in a Mother’s arms. The ear of our imagina- 
tion hears the mingled sounds of popping fire-crack- 
ers, Christmas carols, and happy cries from chil- 
dren as they joyously examine their shining toys. 
Somehow things seem a bit jumbled in our minds, 
and if we really stop to determine what is meant 
by the babel of sound and the varied vision, we find 
it a bit difficult at first to understand. Then, as in 
our memories, the sacred story is reviewed once 
more, we begin to remember that Christmas really 
means that “God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whocoever believeth on 
Him might not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
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God's loving eye looked upon a world that was 
dying in sin, dark with the dread of death, and with- 
out a ray of hope to brighten the way. So great 
was His love that into the night He sent the Light 
of the world, the Lord Jesus Christ, to bring life 
and immortality to light through the gospel. He 
was willing that His Son might give His life a ran- 
som for many, that through His precious blood men 
might be saved from sin, and live forever! Over 
the manger, where the light of the Star cast a golden 
gleam of light, there was the shadow of a cross, for 
the Babe was born to die. He, the Son of God, took 
a place among us as the Son of man, that we, the 
sons of men, might become the sons of God. What- 
ever Christmas may have come to mean as the 
Christmas story is distorted and overshadowed by 
other things, what Christmas really means is that 
God gave the world His very best, His only-begot- 
ten Son, to die for our sins on Calvary, that we, 
through faith in Him might have eternal life. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

Surely, deep down in our hearts, all of us realize 
that Christmas really means Christ, but, accustomed 
as we are to all the hustle and bustle that Christ- 
mas brings, we do well to be reminded of God’s 
gift of His Son. Our second speaker will take this 
line of thought: What Christmas Really Means 
To Me. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

It would be easy to say that Christmas really 
means to me all that it should mean with regard 
to Christ, the gift of God’s love, but perhaps we 
had better attempt to be honest about it for once. 
When the Christmas story is being told, and the 
message of God’s Word is given; when the carols 
are sung, and the message of the music falls upon 
our ears, it is easy to remember what Christmas 
really means to our own hearts. But then comes 
Christmas shopping, with its crowds in all the push 
and shove of last minute preparations; the holidays 
roll around and there is time to play, with parties 
here and there, and gifts being exchanged. And 
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somehow, accustomed as we are to all this round 
of activities, we begin to lose sight of what it’s all 
about. So let’s stop for a moment, and reconsider 
what it really means to our hearts, that from now 
to Christmas, we may not let it slip from our minds, 
but may constantly remember and be grateful to 
God. Because Christ came to us we can come to 
God. Because He took our shame, we share His 
glory. Because He was despised and rejected of men, 
we are approved and accepted of God. By His sacri- 
fice He purchased our salvation; by His Spirit we 
become the sons of God. He saves us by His grace; 
He keeps us by His power, and in Him God’s gift to 
us is life eternal. Though sometimes we may seem 
to forget, and our minds may be busy with other 
things, deep down in our hearts, Christmas really 
means to me, to every believing heart, that God so 
loved that He gave His Son. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

We should be grateful that the Lord knows our 
hearts, and that He is mindful of our gratitude for 
all He has done for us in Christ, for certainly, ac- 
customed as we are to Christmas and all it brings, 
it would appear that we have forgotten what it 
really means, and what it really means to us, to all 
who believe in Christ. Our third speaker will tell 
us what Christmas really means to the world. 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 

In one sense of the word Christmas really means 
to the world what the world makes it mean. To the 
business world it means a time of business oppor- 
tunity; a time to “cash in” on the buying spree that 
always comes. It means a time of increased spend- 
ing, enlarged profits, and extra hours of labor. In- 
evitably, as we swap gifts, spending what we've 
carefully saved throughout the year, Christmas for 
business becomes commercial in its meaning. To the 
social world Christmas means a round of parties, 
Christmas entertainment, gaiety and laughter. Those 
who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ 
as Saviour use His birthday as a time for celebrating 
they know not what, and Christmas really means a 
“good time,” with many morning-after-the-night 
before regrets and promises, both of which are soon 
forgotten. To the great mass of unbelieving, un- 
saved humanity that we call the world, it means 
another lost opportunity to be saved, another offer 
of salvation rejected. It means another reminder of 
God’s redeeming love has been ignored; the gift 
of life, bound with the crimson cord of love, left 
unopened. Isn’t it a tragic thing to think that men 
are passing the door of life but will not enter; there 
is “joy to the world” in the angel song, but men 
will not hear; there is the offer of forgiveness and 
life, but men will not accept? Only the believing 
heart can know the deeper meaning of Christmas, 
and the joy of salvation that is God’s gift to men. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

As we think of what Christmas really means to 
believing hearts, let us plan this year to share with 
others the gift of love which is ours in Jesus Christ. 
When we realize the world has apparently missed 
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the meaning entirely, it is up to us to restore that 
meaning, making this a Christ-centered Christmas 
in which we both tell and show the glorious gospel 
story that “God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth on 
Him might not perish, but have everlasting life.” 


Women’s Work 


My Tribute Of Gratitude To 
The Women Of The Church 


For six years I have had the privilege of working 
in my Church as a full-time worker. This privilege 
I owe to God who called me to the work, and to the 
Women of the Church whom He used to provide 
for my training through the Friendship Circle. 


Early in my high school days I felt called of God 
to be a full-time Christian worker, but many years 
passed before I could realize my ambition. During 
all that time I was confident that, in His own time, 
God would provide a way. When Dr. Homer Mc- 
Millan, who was then Executive Secretary of Home 
Missions, found out that I wanted to go into church 
work, he recommended me to the Board of Wo- 
men’s work, and I was selected as their Friendship 
Student. So I attended the Asembly’s Training 
School the years of 1944-46, and since my gradua- 
tion from that beloved institution I have been em- 
ployed by the Asembly’s Board of Education and 
the Committee of Religious Education in the Synod 
of Texas as Director of Religious Education for 
the Texas-Mexican Presbytery. 








I am thankful for the years at the Assembly’s 
Training School which added so much to my Chris- 
tian experience, and for the training that I received 
there, without which I could never have been able 
to meet my responsibilities in this field. The courses 
in Bible that I took have helped me immensely in 
my own study of the Bible and in teaching Bible to 
Sunday School Classes, in Women’s Circles, in 
Younr People’s Conferences, Leadership Schools, 
Inst*‘ utes, and Presbyterial Meetings. I have used 
what I learned about the organization and the pro- 
gram of the Church in working with the ministers, 
the Se ns, the Sunday School Superintendents, 
the Yc  . Fellowship, the Men’s and Women’s Or- 
ganizations, and with the Presbytery’s Committee 
of Religious Education. The leadership training 
courses that I took have been invaluable in my 
work with the children, young people and adults, 
and also in training the leaders of these. 


As in all pioneering, there have been hardships 
in this work, for I was a pioneer in this field, but 
there have also been rich rewards. The work with 
the children and the young people has been the 
most thrilling, and it is bearing rich fruits by the 
grace of the Lord of the Vineyard. Being a field 
worker in an area such as is covered by the Texas- 
Mexican Presbytery means driving on the average 
of 1,200 miles a month, making the rounds of the 
Churches, helping with youth rallies, women’s dis- 
trict conferences and Sunday School conventions, 
and attending Presbytery, Presbyterial and com- 
mittee meetings. There is so much to be done in 
every one of the 32 Churches, and the response of 
the majority of the congregations is so good that I 
wish I could divide myself many times in order to 
stay longer at each Church to help them more 
effectively. Some time is also given to the transla- 





tion of our program materials into Spanish, for 
language is still a handicap with the Mexican peo- 
ple, though it is becoming less of a problem every 
year. I am indeed grateful to God for the many 
opportunities that He gives me to witness for Him, 
and because every day new avenues of service 
open up. 


My everlasting gratitude to the Women of the 
Church, whose love for the Master moves them to 
invest in the training of students of other lands 
and other tongues, for the opportunity they gave 
me to attend the Assembly’s Training School. May 
God bless them richly and may He continue to use 
the Friendship Circle to provide for many others 
in the years to come, even as it has in the past 
years. 

; Beatrice Fernandez, 
Director of Religious Education, 
Texas-Mexican Presbytery. 





Our Children And 
Christmas 


Already the children in your family are thinking 
and planning for Christmas, and apt as not they 
are talking about the gifts they want for them- 
selves. 


Just this week, I watched a little boy as he turn- 
ed the pages of a big catalogue. He came to a page 
of toys, the things most dear to a small boy’s heart, 
tractors, cars, trains, guns, just everything. He 
bent his head, shut his eyes, and whispered: 
“Please bring me everything on this page.” That pe- 
tition was sent to his trusted friend, Old Santa, 
and he was not conscious that anyone had heard. 


Just a normal five-year-old, but talk to this same 
child about other children, his friends in lands 
across the seas. He will listen eagerly. Then begin 
to plan with him how he might help those other 
children have a happy Christmas, and his enthusi- 
astic response will bring joy to your heart. 


Do you have a World Map anywhere in your 
home where the members of your family, young 
and old, can see it? I visited in a lovely home some 
years ago, and on one wall of the breakfast room 
was a large World Map that we get from our 
World Mission Board in Nashville, Tenn. 


There were several boys in the family, and as 
Day Bv Day was used, they found where the mis- 
sionaries were located, and somehow, it brought 
them nearer as we prayed for them. 


How about using that World Map right now, or 
a World Globe, if you do not have the map? Make 
a game of finding our Mission Fields, talk about 
them and decide with your children what you might 
do to make Christmas happier for some far-away 
boys and girls. 


Children just naturally feel very close to other 
children, no matter what their race or color. The 
Juniors were writing letters to unknown friends on 
our Mission Fields, and one little girl added a post- 
script to her letter which said: “I love every one of 
you.” 


As far as mothers and teachers are concerned, 
it would surely be easier to just buy gifts and send 
them, and we can do that, too; but what a real joy 
it would be to the children and what fun to make 
some of the gifts themselves! Scrapbooks made 
from Beginner and Primary Sunday School papers, 
or from some of the lovely pictures in our maga- 
zines are so welcome! 
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Possibly you have some of those beautiful 
Christmas Cards you received last year. They can 
be pasted on cardboard, ready to hang on a wall. 
One of our missionaries visited in an African hut, 
and the only thing of beauty anywhere around was 
a shining Christmas Card stuck up on the wall. A 
missionary writes: ““A lovely Christmas Card helps 
spread the Gospel, besides bringing color into some- 
one’s life.” 


And here is a suggestion for some gifts that 
would cost little, and should interest our older girls. 
The request has come from Mrs. John Boyle in 
Brazil (See Presbyterian Survey for address) for 
pictures from our magazines to help the Home Ec 
girls make their scrapbooks. She explains that the 
government requires a short theoretical course in 
cooking in all high schools, and the girls carefully 
prepare the book of recipes which is required. 
These books are quite attractive when illustrated 
and the girls soon learn that our magazines have 
much prettier pictures than theirs. 


There are many things you can buy, too. Mrs. 
L. C. M. Smythe, in Nagoya, Japan, goes every 
Sunday afternoon to teach the Bible and to tell 
Bible stories to a group of very underprivileged 
children. She says that it is really a help to have 
some hard candy to pass around and that possibly 
that is the only time that those boys and girls ever 
had any candy. A box of hard candy, marked “Gift 
To Missionary,” and sent to Mrs. Smythe (Address 
in Presbyterian Survey) and how blessed the child 
who sends and how happy the ones who receive! 


Miss Leila Kirtland, who served for years as a 
Japan missionary, is retired now, but her interest 
in the Japanese is as great as ever. Recently, she 
has written of the desperate need for baby clothes 
and children’s clothes in a Kindergarten and Baby 
Orphanage conducted by Miss Yoshimura in Sa- 
kaide, Japan. Miss Yoshimura also serves as an 
Elder and Sunday School Superintendent in the 
Presbyterian Church in Sakaide. Her address: Miss 
Shizue Yoshimura, Ikuai Kan, Jujimo Cho, Sakaide 
Shi, Kagaiva Ken, Japan. Boxes must not weigh 
more than 22 pounds. 


What better way to commemorate the birth of 
the Christ Child than to share with these poor 
little waifs in Japan, unwanted and unloved until 
they found a home in the Baby Orphanage, and 
what a real Christmas project for our children— 
gathering clothes of their own, and from their 
friends, to send to children in far-off Japan! 


Another call for clothes and warm bedding comes 
from Korea, where our Christian friends are facing 
another cold winter, and where there will be great 
suffering. Out of our abundance, let us share with 
these people. You can send 22 pounds in a box. 
Look in The Presbyterian Survey and get the ad- 
dress of a missionary and send to him. Be very sure 
he will see that the needy ones receive it. Mark 
“Old Clothes For Relief.’”’ And in those boxes stick 
in some thread and needles and buttons. 


The children in your home or Sunday School 
Class would enjoy going to the Ten Cent Store and 
buying these small items with a part of their 
Christmas money. Maybe never before have they 
on on their Christmas lists “Gifts For Friends In 

orea.”’ 


Guide children in their giving to their less for- 
tunate friends of other lands so that they consider 
it a blessed privilege, not an act of charity. 


_Children learn attitudes through their books and 
pictures, too. Put some of the World Mission books 
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on your Christmas list for your children. The books 
on Africa are unusually fine. The book for Be- 
ginners, ““Kembo,” a little girl of Africa, will go 
right into a Christmas stocking. 


Remember: World Friendship begins with 
children. —Olivia A. (Mrs. W. W.) Draper. 





A Frog’s Feelings 


By Rev. Joe. B. Hopper 


United States Presbyterian Mission 
Chun-ju - North Chulla - Korea 


This morning I went to the little barber shop 
right below our Girls’ School. I always enjoy this 
place hugely. The man in there is a Deacon in West 
Gate Church. He has a tube in his throat, put there 
years ago by one of our missionary doctors, I 
think Dr. Boggs. He has to hold his hand on the 
opening when he talks, so that means either he 
concentrates on barbering or else it takes an awful 
long time for him to get a head trimmed up. He 
was unusually loquacious this morning. Among 
other patrons of this tonsorial emporium (about 
the size of a good bathroom) are Mr. Linton, Dr. 
Kim Hong-jun, as well as other Christians of the 
neighborhood. The Linton’s cook almost invariably 
shows up while I am there, as this is the general 
loafing place of the neighborhood. Among other 
subjects discussed this morning were the election 
prospects (today is November 4). The Linton cook 
asked who would win, and I said: “‘Why, I think Ike 
will win, and that is how I would vote.” He replied 
that the Koreans had wanted him to win, until in a 
recent campaign speech he said something about 
withdrawing U. N. troops from Korea, which does 
not suit the Koreans. I answered that he shouldn’t 
take such a statement very seriously, since nobody 
believes what a politician running for office says 
anyway—and that I felt Ike would not let the Ko- 
reans down. My friend replied: “Well, it’s like a 
little story we have. You know Korean children 
sometimes catch a frog and keep hitting it with a 
stick to make it jump, until eventually it dies. One 
day some children were playing thus with a frog, 
when the frog said: ‘Why are you hitting me?’ The 
children answered: ‘Don’t worry, we’re just play- 
ing.’ Replied the frog: ‘It may just be playing so 
far as you are concerned, but it is a matter of life 
and death to me.’” The illustration is pretty good, 
and indicates how the Koreans usually feel about 
being made the plaything of international politics 
(as well as of our national elections). The destiny 
of Korea may not mean much to the average Amer- 
ican—but it is a matter of life and death for thirty 
million Koreans. Pray daily for these people, and 
for the future peace of this land, and the success 
of missionary efforts to bring Korea to Jesus Christ! 





CHURCH NEWS 


First Church 
Dallas, Tex. 


A recent Sunday evening witnessed a very un- 
usual service in the old First Presbyterian Church 
of Dallas. Rev. John F. Anderson, J:., whose grand- 
father and uncle, the Rev. Messrs. Wm. M. Ander- 
son, Sr., and Wm. M. Anderson, Jr., were at one 
time pastors of this Church, was installed as pastor. 
Mr. Anderson had come from First Church, Tyler, 
last November to serve as associate pastor, and was 
called as pastor after the resignation of Dr. Frank 
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C. Brown. Dr. Brown resigned in order that he 
might accept the chair of Practical and Biblical 
Theology in Columbia Seminary at Decatur, Ga. 


Following the installation of Mr. Anderson as 
pastor the Commission of Presbytery turned the 
service over to the Session of First Church and 
they proceeded with the service of induction for 
Rev. Joseph M. Gettys, D.D., as Minister of Educa- 
tion. Rev. John F. Anderson, Jr., conducted a brief 
ceremony of induction, and Elder John F. Ander- 
son, Sr., delivered an appropriate charge. Presby- 
tery’s Commission of Installation consisted of Rev. 
Cecil H. Lang, who presided and propounded the 
constitutional questions; Rev. Thomas W. Currie, 
who preached the sermon; Rev. Arthur V. Boand, 
who charged the pastor; Elder John L. Morrison, 
Sr., who charged the congregation; and Elder John 
F. Anderson, Sr., who completed the Commission. 


The congregation of the First Presbyterian 
Church recently approved a plan for the remodel- 
ling and enlarging of their present church plant at 
an estimated cost of $52,000.00. Plans are under 
way for initiating the financial campaign to make 
possible this proposed expansion. 





Sunset Church 
Dallas, Tex. 


On Sunday evening, October 19, a Commission 
of the Presbytery of Dallas installed Rev. Howard 
G. Maatman as pastor of the Sunset Church in the 
City of Dallas. Mr. Maatman came to Dallas Pres- 
bytery from the Classis of Sioux Falls, S. D., of 
the Reformed Church in America. His former pas- 
torate has been in that Church in the City of Sioux 
Falls, S. D. Presbytery’s Commission consisted of 
Rev. Messrs. Arthur V. Boand, Cecil H. Lang, and 
Egbert E. Lubbers, and Elders Dr. Ewell D. Walker 
and Mr. Ed Swindells. 


Mr. Maatman succeeds Dr. Paul F. Bobb as pas- 
tor. Sunset is one of the older Churches in Dallas 
which has recently re-located and promises to be 
= of the strong Churches in this growing city in 

exas. 





First Presbyterian Church 
Camden ( Ark.) To Observe 
Centennia! ~ <ebration 


The First rresbyterian Church of Camden, Ark., 
will hold its Centennial Celebration from No- 
vember 30 to December 5. Special services have 
been planned in observance of the one hundredth 
anniversary of the Church, and all former members 
and friends are invited to return for these. 


Each of the living former pastors has been in- 
vited to take part in the centennial and they are 
planning to be present. They are: James W. Mar- 
shall, of Panama City, Fla. (minister in Camden, 
1918-19); Charles Haddon Nabers, Greenville, S. C. 
(1919-23); James V. Johnson, Miami, Fla. (1924- 
25); Henry W. Darden, Baton Rouge, La. (1931- 
41); and Horace L. Villee, Columbus, Miss. (1941- 
49). During 1926-30, the late Rev. Charles E. Guice 
was pastor. In November, 1949, the present min- 
ister, the Rev. Jac. C. Ruffin, came. 


Also planning to be present as special guests are 
former sons of the Church who have gone into the 
ministry. These include: Charles M. Campbell, 
Yorktown, Tex.; Alton J. Shirey, Cullendale, Ark.; 
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and William G. Bensberg, Prescott, Ark. Another 
ministerial son, Charles P. Bridewell, died in 1929. 


These ministers will participate in services on 
Sunday, November 30, and on December 3-5. A tea 
has been planned for December 4, and there will be 
a reception on December 5, following the address 
of the Moderator of the General Assembly, the 
Rev. W. A. Alexander, of Shreveport, La. A com- 
munion service will be held on December 5 at 7:30 
A.M. 


Goodwin White is Chairman of the Centennial 
Celebration, with Mrs. Edgar Pryor and Ritchie 
Morgan serving as vice-chairmen. Imediately be- 
fore the Centennial, the Church is engaging in a 
Building Fund Campaign for $100,000.00, with 
Wallace Hurley, Walter Hussman and Bill Pryor as 
leaders of the Finance Committee. 








Rev. Dr. William Mcllwaine Thompson 
Dies Suddenly In New York City 


Richmond, Va. —- The Rev. Dr. William Mce- 
Ilwaine Thompson, Professor of Christian Ethics, 
Union Theological Seminary, died suddenly on 
November 14, while undergoing treatment for 
leukemia in New York City. 


Dr. Thompson, the son of Dr. Taliaferro Thomp- 
son, well-known Union Seminary Professor of Re- 
ligious Education, was 39 years o!d. Only last week 
he served as Religious Emphasis Week speaker at 
Davidson College, and then preached at First 
Church, Staunton, Va., on Sunday, November 9. 


A graduate of Davidson College and Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, he received his Ph.D. degree from 
Yale University in 1949. During 1939-40 he served 
as assistant pastor and Director of Religious Edu- 
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cation at Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church, 
Richmond, Va. During 1941-42 he was pastor of 
Royster Memorial Presbyterian Church, Norfolk, 
Va. From 1942 to 1946 he was chaplain in the 
Army of the United States, serving overseas in 
North Africa and Italy. 


After receiving his degree from Yale, Dr. 
Thompson served as Professor of Bible at Davidson 
College from 1947 to 1949. In 1949 he became 
pastor of the College Church at Hampden-Sydney, 
Va. He had been Frofessor of Christian Ethics at 
Union Seminary since September, 1951. 


Relatives said Dr. Thompson had known of his 
condition for some time; that he had responded 
well to treatment in New York on previous occa- 
sions, and that death came rather suddenly and 
unexpectedly. His wife, the former Alice Cathe- 
ryne Jones, of Beeville, Tex., was with him at time 
of death. 


The Thompsons have two children, William, Jr., 
5, and Alice Carter, 4. 


Other survivors include three brothers and two 
sisters. Brothers are: Dr. W. T. Thompson, Jr., 
physician, Richmond, Va.; Joseph Alston Lhomp- 
son, Atlanta, Ga.; David Gregg Thompson, 
Winston-Salem, N. C. Mrs. Hal Smith, of Atlanta, 
Ga., and Mrs. Ben Lacy Rose, of Bristol, Va., are 
sisters of Dr. Thompson. 





First Church 
Ennis, Tex. 


Rev. Richmond McKinney, former pastor of The 
Divine Saviour Church, Dallas, was installed as 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church on Sunday, 
October 12, 1952. Mr. McKinney, after serving for 
several years as a missionary in Mexico, took grad- 
uate work at Princeton Seminary before assuming 
the pastorate of the Divine Saviour Church. In- 
stallation Commission for the Presbytery of Dallas 
was composed of Rev. Messrs. Daniel A. Baker, 
John E. Smith, and Cecil H. Lang, and Elder Ches- 
ter R. Cole. Mr. McKinney succeeded, as pastor, 
Rev. H. H. Wells, Jr., who recently accepted the 
pastorate of the West Nichols Hills Presbyterian 
Church in Oklahoma City, Okla. 





Concerning The New 
Presbyterian-Reformed 
Church Hymnal 


The Content Committee of the new Joint 
Hymnal on which project our Church is co- 
operating with five other denominations of the 
Fresbyterian faith and practice, has received many 
valuable suggestions from ministers and other per- 
sons interested, regarding hymns, tunes and Psalms 
that are desired. A great many new hymns and 
tunes have also been submitted which are receiving 
careful consideration. 


To make the new hymn book most valuable to 
the local congregations, the committee plans to in- 
clude aids to worship that would most generally be 
used in our Churches. To keep the hymnal within 
reasonable size and cost, it has been decided to 
limit the overall size to 576 pages, the number pos- 
sible from six 96-page forms. It will be seen, there- 
fore, that there will be a limitation, not only on the 
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number of hymns and Psalms used, but also on the 
liturgical materials that can be included. 


To use the space to best advantage, it was de- 
cided to ask the ministers and others who are inter- 
ested, to let the committee know which aids to wor- 
ship would be most useful to the majority of our 
several Churches, such as: 


1. Unison and responsive readings from the Bible. 

2. Unison and responsive readings from extra- 

biblical sources. 

3. Special Psalm numbers, specifically requested. 

4. Which version of the Bible should be used; or 
should several versions be employed, if dif- 
ferent Bible selections indicate a preference? 

Should there be several “Orders of Services?” 

6. Invocations; Calls to Worship; Introits; Salu- 
tations? 

Offertory Sentences; Offertory Prayers? 

Litanies and Responsive Prayers? 

Prayers for Special Occasions: General Con- 
fessions; General Thanksgivings; General In- 
tercessions; Prayers for the Christian Year? 

10. The Apostles’ Creed; the Nicene Creed; other 

Affirmations of Faith? 

11. The Ten Commandments? 

12. The Beatitudes? 

13. The Lord's Prayer? 

14. Benedictions? 

15. Chants and Canticles? 

16. Responses and Amens for Choir, and, or, Con- 

gregation? 


ur 
. 


SPs 


The next meeting of the Content Committee is to 
be held in Princeton, N. J., January 5-6-7. It would 
be most helpful if suggestions are sent to the 
Chairman of the Content Committee before the 
meeting, to enable the Sub-committee on Liturgy 
and Worship to study them and report. Please ad- 
dress your replies to: Dr. William A. Weber, 116 
Livingston Avenue, New Brunswick, N. J.; or to 
W. Taliaferro Thompson, 3410 Chamberlayne Ave- 
nue, Richmond 27, Va. The latter is the representa- 
tive of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. on the 
Sub-committee on Liturgy and Worship. 





General Council 
Meeting 


The General Council, which held its semi-annual 
meeting in Atlanta, Ga., November 11-12, ap- 
proved a plan for financing Church Schools and 
for the promotion of stewardship in Church 
Schools. This plan has been worked out in co- 
operation with the Superintendents’ Association 
and has been approved by the Board of Education. 


Plans presented by the Research Committee and 
approved by the Council envisioned the employ- 
ment of a Director of Research as soon as prac- 
ticable. The lack of benevolence receipts has not 
yet permitted the Council to employ a Research 
Director, although such employment was author- 
ized when the Council was organized. 


Dr. R. McFerren Crowe, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Self Appraisal, a committee which had 
made a six-months’ study of the General Council, 
presented his report to the Council. This committee 
suggested no major changes of the Council, but 
recommended the erection of a Sub-committee on 
Stewardship. The General Council restated its con- 
viction that one of the major functions of the 
Council is the promotion of stewardship. 


Dr. J. G. Patton, Jr., Executive Secretary of the 
Council, and the Reverend Bob. S. Hodges, Jr., 
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Associate Secretary, were r ved to serve in 
their respective positions fo ee more years. Dr. 
James A. Jones was re-elec.ed as Chairman, and 
Dr. J. N. Thomas was re-elected as Vice-Chairman 
of the Council. 


A suggestion from Mr. James R. Sydnor, Di- 
rector of Music at Assembly’s Training School, 
that the Assembly appoint a Committee on Church 
Music, was referred to the Presbyterian Hymnal 
Committee. The suggestion calls for the General 
Assembly to appoint a Committee on Church Music 
“to study the music situation in our Church and to 
make recommendation.” 


Miss Pear! Weathers, of Shelby, N. C., was intro- 
duced to the council members. Miss Weathers is 
the new Secretary-Assistant to the Director of 
Publicity, replacing Mrs. Melba Ruth Williams, 
who recently moved to Washington, D. C., with 
her family. 


April 28, 1953, was the date set for the next 
meet.nz of the General Council. This will also be 
heid in Atlanta, Ga. 





Union Seminary Student 
Body Chooses Benevolent 
Fund Recipient 


The men of Union Theological Seminary have 
chosen the Evangelical Seminary of Portugal as 
the recipient of their Benevolent Fund Gift this 
year. In a student body meeting on Thursday eve- 
ning, October 30, the project was , “esented for 
discussion and approval. 


David Pittenger, Chairman of the Benevolence 
Committee, presented the committee’s recommen- 
dation, then introduced John Evans, of Laurinburg, 
N. C. Evans visited the seminary in Portugal this 
summer, along with Drs. C. Darby Fulton and 
James A. Jones, of the Mission Board. The Board 
of World Missions has agreed to match the stu- 
dents’ gifts dollar for dollar. After Evans’ presen- 
tation, the project was unanimously adopted. Stu- 
dent Body President Curtis Harper, Senior from 
Lynchburg, Va., presided over the meeting. 


The Benevolent Fund Drive will begin with a 
chapel address by Dr. W. Taliaferro Thompson, of 
Union’s faculty, followed by an every-member 
canvass. 


The Evangelical Seminary of Portugal is spon- 
sored by the Presbyterian Church of Brazil, and 
the U. S. and U.S.A. Presbyterian Churches. Very 
fittingly the Presbyterian Church in Portugal is in 
the process of organization as Union Seminary’s 
Benevolence Campaign begins. 





W orld-wide Bible Reading 
Thanksgiving To Christmas 1952 
Theme: “The Word Of Life.” 


These 29 readings were listed by 1,096 ministers 
as their favorite selections on this theme: 
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Would ABSORPTION Be Wise? 


[f it could be proven that it was to the glory of God we would agree to 
the absorption of our Church into another Church. But, we cannot see one 
single advantage to the Lord’s work in so losing our identity and the con- 


trol of our work. 





If Christian co-operation were dependent on the absorption of our 
Church into a much larger organization we would give the matter serious 
consideration. But we are wow co-operating with other groups in hundreds 
of Christian projects and it is not necessary to surrender our identity to pro- 
mote Christian co-operation. 
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If there was work to be done in God’s Kingdom which could only be 
done if we “united,” (actually were absorbed), with the Northern Presby- 
terian Church, we would pray for the grace necessary for such a step. But, 
we cannot find one single sphere of Christian service which would then be 
opened to us which is not already open. 
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If centralization of authority would help; if control of our present work 
by others would further the work of Christ, then we would pray for the 
humility needed to so move. But, no one has yet advanced one single valid 
argument to show that anything but heartache and lessened efficiency would 
come from such a step. 
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For the above and hundreds of other reasons 


you need; our Church needs: 


THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PRESERVATION 
AND CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


WRITE FOR INFORMATION 


H. B. Dendy - Secretary WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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